
Region 1 Schools Suggested Summer Reading 2010 
Students Entering 5th Grade 

 
 

In honor of our state’s 375th Anniversary this year, Governor Rell is encouraging students to read 

at least one book by a Connecticut author or a book set in Connecticut. 
  

You can find a list of Connecticut authors here:  http://ct.webjunction.org/184/articles/content/434307  

And fiction set in Connecticut here: http://ct.webjunction.org/510/-/articles/content/1090809  

 

Fiction 
 The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

 Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 

 Dog Song by Gary Paulsen 

 Ruby Holler by Sharon Creech 

 Love That Dog by Sharon Creech 

 Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry 

 Stone Fox by John R. Gardiner 

 Double Identity  by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

 Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 

 Mudshark by Gary Paulsen  

 Roberto and Me by Dan Gutman 

 Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 

 What Would Joey Do?  by  Jack Gantos 

  Spooky Cemeteries (Scary Places) by Dinah Williams  

 Blown Away by Joan Hiatt Harlow 

 Secret of the Night Ponies by Joan Hiatt Harlow  

 Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan 

 Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume 

 Matilda by Roald Dahl 

 The Magician's Elephant by Kate DiCamillo 

 Ghost Canoe by Will Hobbs 

 The Unfinished Angel by Sharon Creech 

 Wait Till Helen Comes, A Ghost Story by Mary Downing 

Hahn 

 The House With a Clock in the Walls by John Bellairs 

 Julian, Secret Agent by Ann Cameron 

 Catch That Pass by Matt Christopher 

 Sahara Special by Esme Raji Codell 

 Skeleton Man by Joseph Bruchac  

 Whipping Boy by Sid Fleischman  

 Pippi Longstocking   by Astrid Lindgren  

 Because of Winn Dixie  by Kate DiCamillo 

 Shakespeare’s Secret by Elise Broach 

 We the Children by Andrew Clements

French Connections 
 Wellington, Monica Crêpes by Suzette – Written in English but have some words in French 

 Knorr, Rosanne  If I Lived in France – Written in English but have some words in French 

 Hergé   Tintin –  French cartoon series available in English & sometimes in the original French 

 Beard, Henry  French for Cats and More French for Cats– For animal lovers 

http://ct.webjunction.org/184/articles/content/434307
http://ct.webjunction.org/510/-/articles/content/1090809
http://www.amazon.com/Double-Identity-Margaret-Peterson-Haddix/dp/0689873794/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1270661511&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Mudshark-Gary-Paulsen/dp/0553494643/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1275070806&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Gary-Paulsen/e/B000AQ3DOO/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1275070806&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Spooky-Cemeteries-Scary-Places-Williams/dp/159716562X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1270661798&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Dinah-Williams/e/B001JP9S9E/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1270661798&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Joan-Hiatt-Harlow/e/B001HCXYDA/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1270661903&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Magicians-Elephant-Kate-DiCamillo/dp/0763644102/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1270662050&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Unfinished-Angel-Sharon-Creech/dp/0061430951/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1270662390&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Skeleton-Man-Joseph-Bruchac/dp/0064408884/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1270662493&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Bruchac/e/B001H6KFWE/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1270662493&sr=1-1


Series 
 Allie Finkle's Rules for Girls by Meg Cabot   

 Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis 

 Hank Zipzer by Henry Winkler 

 Percy Jackson and the Olympians by Rick Riordan  

 39 Clues by Various Authors 

 Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket 

 Heartland by Lauren Brooke 

 Spiderwick Chronicles by Tony DiTerlizzi 

 Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney  

 City of Ember Trilogy by Jeanne DuPrau 

 Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer 

 Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins 

 Judy Moody by Megan McDonald 

 Katie Kazoo, Switcheroo by Nancy Krulik 

 Time Warp by Jon Scieszka 

 The Secrets of Droon by Tony Abbott 

 My Weird School by Dan Gutman 

 Hoofbeats by Kathleen Duey 

 Shadow Children by Margaret Peterson Haddix 

 Charlie Bone by Jenny Nimmo 

 Sammy Keyes by Wendelin Van Draanen  

 The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall

Non-Fiction 
Many students are interested in nonfiction books about people, history, animals, technology, art, and science.  Students should 

look for books according to their interest.  Remember how the nonfiction section of a library is arranged. 
  

000’s General Knowledge – Encyclopedias, almanacs and more 

Example: Fooled You! Fakes and Hoaxes through the Year by Elaine Pascoe (001.9 PAS) 

100’s Psychology and Philosophy – Feelings, logic, making friends and more 

200’s Religions and Mythology – Bible stories, Native American Myths, Greek Myths, and more 

300’s Social Sciences & Folklore – Families, careers, government, folktales & more 

400’s Languages – English, Spanish, sign language, grammar & more 

500’s Math and Science – Math, animals, rocks, plants, fossils, space and more 

Example: Moonshot: The Flight of Apollo 11 by Brian Floca (629.45 FLO) 

600’s Medicine and Technology – Inventions, machines, farming, health, “How To” section and more 

Example: Team Moon: How 400,000 People Landed Apollo 11 on the Moon by Catherine Thimmesh (629.45 THI) 

700’s Arts & Recreation – Crafts, painting, music, games, sports & more 

Example: Goal! The Fire and Fury of Soccer’s Greatest Moment by Mark Steward (793.3 STE) 

800’s Literature – Poetry, plays, novels from other countries & more 

Example: Orangutan Tongs: Poems to Tangle Your Tongue  by Jon Agee (811 AGE) 

900’s Geography & History – The U.S.A., other countries, biographies & more 

Example: Bull's-Eye: a Photobiography of Annie Oakley by Sue Macy (921 OAK) 
 

2011 Nutmeg Nominees 
Grade 4-6

 Elephant Run by Roland Smith  

 Eleven by Patricia Reilly Giff  

 First Light by Rebecca Stead 

 Iron Thunder by Avi  

 The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies  

 The Thing About Georgie  by Lisa Graff 

 Night of the Howling Dogs by Graham Salisbury  

 No Talking by Andrew Clements  

 One-Handed Catch by M.J. Auch  

 Swindle by Gordon Korman 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Girl-Allie-Finkles-Rules-Girls/dp/0545040426/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1244466855&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Rick-Riordan/e/B001HD0WE8/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1270662702&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Jeff-Kinney/e/B001J93AUI/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1270662826&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Penderwicks-2-Jeanne-Birdsall/dp/038561375X/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1275071254&sr=1-6
http://www.amazon.com/Orangutan-Tongs-Poems-Tangle-Tongue/dp/1423103157/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1244466507&sr=1-1

